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TOPICS TO COVER

- What is a PhD?
- How long does it takes?

- Selecting a PhD topic.
- PhD Myths.

- How to manage PhD journey?




<% The highest degree of
19F graduate study.

@@3 Original contribution to
knowledge

<% More likely to ask
J6E Why things are done a certain
way, and how it could be made
better - analytical thinking

and Justify.




iGoT is defined as the
percentage of fulltime students
from a particular enrolment
batch who graduate on or before
the year that they are prescribed
to graduate.

~Ministry of Higher Education Malaysia~

4 Years (48 Months)-PhD
2 Years (24 Months)-MSc

- From the date of registration until the date of hardbound
submission.

Date of registration : O1 May 2020
Hardbound Submission: BEFORE or AT 30 April 2024
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Student Record

Qualified Supervisor

Research Flan

Field Supervisor

Pool of Examiner

General Information

Student ID ——— 1
Level of Study Master
Programme Master of Science
Field of Research Mathematics
v ToDo
Type of Study Research
Mode of Study Full Time Progress Report
Status Active
Intake Date 29-11-2018
IGOT Date 29-11-2020

Current Semester 4/6

E.

Publications (Journal / Paper / Conference)
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Depend on Faculty you have enrolled



Supervisor cares about / field of
expertise.

You like / have interest .

Including in trendy area
- Too trendy/common : high
competition

- Not trendy: less impact and
recognition

The area is not too mature an
not too immature
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GENiIUS
AT

WORK

YOU NEED TO BE
GENIUS.
* Diligence NOT Intelligence
 Managing, selecting and
justifying

YOU CAN CHANGE
THE WORLD.

You just need to finish a time-
bound project, not win a Nobel

prize.
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PhD is THE BEST
masterpiece.

Phd is indeed a process of

learning.
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COMMON

ISSUES




ISSUE #1
MANAGING SUPERVISOR

Role of supervisor:
-apply for funding
-Meet weekly for progress update
-review papers and writeup
-constructive criticism
-recommend topics

MAIN REASON TO FAIL A
PHD

MISCOMMUNICATION with supervisor !




ISSUE #2
MANAGING TIME

The Vicious Cycle

You don't do anything

all day because you
You stay up late —7 stayed up too late.

_because you (and you goofed
didn’t do anything around a little)
productive all day \
Pull You stay up
all-nighter, even later to
Aaaaahh. ! Crash make up for it

L .

You get even s,
You stay up lesg done vV

even later
— Reset

-Embrace your research issue
-Fixed schedule productivity (8-5PM)
-Plan your work and follow your plan

“If you are failed to plan, you are

planning to fail”




ISSUE #3
A LOT TO READ

-reading must be selective.

-select publications from top and journals.
-ldentify the top authors.

-Follow the citation graph and read the
related papers.

WHAT REAL PeEOPLE TAKE: WHAT ACADEMICS TAKE:
VACATIONS! “WVACATIONS”
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WWW. PHDCOMICS.COM



PREPARE

>> [t isn't your supervisor's job to proof

read what you write.

-Print and read aloud.
-Writing Is re-writing.
-Don’t try to write a perfect first draft.
-NEVER underestimate how long it will
take to write up.

-Follow basic paragraph rules: Topic
sentence, supporting sentence(s) &

concluding sentence.

-A paragraph ideally should not be more
than eight lines.
-Use active voice.




"> Progress is measure by OUTPUT, not time.

-Cood explanation, publication, write up.

> There are no rules on how to allocate time
for research.
-If you don't know whether you are making ‘enough’

progress, ask.

» Do not waste your time & energy on
problems

-Focus on solutions

> Do not compare your progress with others

-Every research is unique.



-Weekly meeting can be very helpful.
Its ok if you have nothing substantial to report,
but don’'t make it a habit.

Always use the opportunity to discuss issues,
problems as well as your potential with
supervisor.

-Think about the best way to explain things,

provides the evidences/references.




Winners are not afraid to lose. Failure is
part of the success process. People who

avoid failure avoid success.
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